Understanding Risk Stratification Codes in Your Medical Record
You may recently have seen or heard that a Risk Stratification code has been added to your medical record. We know patients may wonder what this means, so here’s a simple explanation.
What is Risk Stratification?
Risk stratification is an NHS‑approved way for healthcare teams to understand how much monitoring or support different patients may need.
It helps us make sure everyone receives the most appropriate level of care at the right time.
These codes are not diagnoses and do not change your treatment without a discussion.
What Are RAG Statuses?
To help organise care safely, the system uses RAG colours:
· Red – you may need closer monitoring or more frequent reviews
· Amber – your condition is stable but still requires routine checks
· Green – you may need less frequent monitoring because your condition is stable
This helps clinicians quickly identify who may benefit from more support and who can safely continue with standard review intervals.
Why Are These Codes Being Added?
Adding these codes to medical records helps our team:
· clearly understand your current level of clinical need
· recognise when your status might need updating
· ensure continuity of care across different clinicians
· prioritise care safely and consistently
Does This Affect My Care?
No changes are made to your care or treatment plan without your involvement.
The code simply helps guide clinical decision‑making.
Do I Need to Do Anything?
There is no action required from you.

